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Fig. 10. Habitats where Green Anacondas (Eunectes murinus) were
captured: Brrw = borrow pits without vegetation, Brrw. vg. =

borrow pits with vegetation, Crk. vg. = creek with vegetation, Crk.
= creek without vegetation, M6dulo (always with vegetation), Fld.
Sv. = flooded savanna, Dry sv. = dry savanna.

rendered one eye useless. We drained the abscess and
cleaned it with peroxide and iodine. We also adminis­
tered preventive antibiotic treatment (enrofloxacine) as
part of the surgical protocol for the implantation of the
transmitter (Raphael et al., 1996). In the next two
weeks, we saw the swelling return, indicating that the
abscess was probably still present. We followed this
female for an entire year, during which she reproduced.
One year later, the swelling was still evident. Just
before the transmitter expired, the snake was seen with
a recent meal. We noted other incidents of animals sur­

viving long-term infections with little apparent harm
(Rivas et al., 1999).

Snakes were frequently discovered with wounds
and associated infections. Sometimes we found com­

pletely toothless animals as a result of stomatitis, pre­
sumably from tooth loss during encounters with prey
or predators (Ross and Marzec, 1990). However, wild
anacondas appear to recover from such infections, as
some infected animals were subsequently recaptured
with fully healed mouths (Calle et al., 1994; Rivas,
1998).

In some cases, we found dead animals for which a
clear cause of death could not be assigned. During
necropsies, we noticed dark spots (~ I mm2) in fatty tis­
sue and other parts of the body. In April 1997, a female
(420 cm TL, 44.5 kg) was found alive but not moving.
We found her dead later that day. Superficially, she
looked healthy other than having several old, small
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wounds on her tail that had been inflicted by a small
Capybara (Hydrochaeris hydrochaeris). Histopatho­
logical analysis of her fatty tissues revealed that the
animal had a lymphatic cancer (lymphosarcoma) that
probably caused her death. We had captured this snake
each year since 1992, when we determined that she had
a Hemoproteus (reptilian malaria) infection (Calle et
al., 1994). She had reproduced twice in the intervening
years, and large amounts of body fat and eggs in early
stages of development suggested that she would have
reproduced the following year.

Risk of Injury during Predation
We observed individuals wounded or even killed by

their prey. In April 1992, we were tracking a female
(455 cm TL, 46 kg) and found her floating dead in the
middle of a pond. Her head was missing, but no other
injuries were evident. The next day a young Capybara
(ca. 2.5 kg) was found dead and floating in the pond.
The Capybara had been dead for approximately 24 h,
showed clear scratches and anaconda tooth marks, and
its spine was dislocated at the cervical level (Rivas,
2004). We surmise that the snake attacked it and in turn
was attacked by adult Capybaras. Piranhas or other
scavengers might have eaten the snake's head.

Another Capybara-inflicted injury occurred in
March 1997, when a female (401.3 cm TL, 32 kg)
killed and ate a solitary juvenile Capybara. The Capy­
bara managed to bite the snake during the final strug­
gle (Fig. 11). Capybaras are heavy-bodied rodents with
long, sharp incisors capable of inflicting serious
wounds. Defensive bites by Capybaras on Green Ana­
condas appear to be relatively cornmon; Capybara teeth
clearly caused the scars and wounds we recorded on
several individuals.

Other prey species can also pose a danger to E.
murinus. In February 1993, we were notified that a
large anaconda was eating a large turtle (Podocnemis
sp.) near a road. Shortly thereafter, we saw a large
snake (485 cm TL, 61.3 kg) at that site. After capture,
we saw a 20-cm tear through the snake's throat and
neck. She died two days later. We found epidermal
scutes of P vogli that matched the scutes of a turtle
shell 20.3 cm in length. The turtle probably was too
large for the snake to swallow, or perhaps it was in the
wrong position, tearing the esophagus and skin of the
snake as she ingested it.

A third event was recorded in February 1997. A
male anaconda (268 cm TL, 10.7 kg) was swallowing
a catfish (pseudopimelodus apurensis; 29 cm TL, 425 g)
on the bank of the Cano Guaritico River. These fish










